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A-XV Classified Research 

XV.   CLASSIFIED RESEARCH 
 
 

A. PREAMBLE 
 
 The primary mission of AURA is to establish, operate, and maintain outstanding 

modern astronomical research centers for use by all qualified astronomers.  The 
freedom to publish the results of research performed at facilities managed by 
AURA is essential to the performance of this mission.  Therefore, AURA has 
traditionally restricted its mission to unclassified research. 

 
B. RESEARCH POLICY 
 
 It is AURA policy that the results of research performed at AURA managed 

facilities be published in the open scientific literature.  Therefore, AURA will not 
accept contracts or grants for the performance of classified research.  In the event 
that the research is being carried out under a grant or contract becomes classified 
by the government, that research is terminated, and all data and documents 
pertaining thereto will be provided to the funding agency. 
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